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IAS examination- A Brief Guide

Integrated program(prelim cum main) for civil services exam.

The IAS examination is the gateway to India’s civil services and is often referred to as

the “Mother of All Examinations.” It is conducted in three stages:
1. Preliminary Examination (Prelims)

The Preliminary Examination serves as the first hurdle. It consists of two objective-
type papers — General Studies Paper-lI and General Studies Paper-ll (CSAT — Civil
Services Aptitude Test). The Prelims is primarily a screening test to shortlist

candidates for the Main Examination.
2. Main Examination (Mains)

Candidates who clear the Prelims proceed to the Main Examination. This stage
involves a series of subjective papers, including Essay, General Studies-I, General
Studies-Il, General Studies-Ill, General Studies-IV, Optional Subject Paper-I, and
Optional Subject Paper-ll. The Main Examination evaluates candidates’ in-depth

knowledge, analytical abilities, and writing skills.
3. Interview/Personality Test

The final stage is the Interview/Personality Test, where a board of experts assesses
the candidates’ suitability for a career in the civil services. It evaluates their

communication skills, depth of understanding, and overall personality.

The Indian Administrative Service (IAS) is one of the most prestigious civil services
in India. Selection is made through the Civil Services Examination (CSE) conducted
annually by the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC). Here's a brief guide to

understanding the IAS examination process, eligibility, and preparation strategy:
1. Examination Structure

The IAS examination has three stages:
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A. Preliminary Examination (Prelims)
. Objective Type: Two papers.
o Paper I: General Studies (GS) — 200 marks.

o Paper 1I: Civil Services Aptitude Test (CSAT) — 200 marks (qualifying;
33% required to pass).

. Purpose: Screen candidates for the Main Examination.

B. Main Examination (Mains)

. Descriptive Type: Nine papers.

o Essay: 250 marks.

o General Studies (GS) Papers I-IV: 250 marks each.

o Optional Subject Papers I-ll: 250 marks each.

o Indian Language and English (qualifying papers): 300 marks each.
. Total marks counted for merit: 1750.

C. Personality Test (Interview)
. Marks: 275.

. Purpose: Evaluate the candidate's personality, communication skills, and

decision-making abilities.

. Total score: 2025 (1750 from Mains + 275 from Interview).

2. Eligibility Criteria
. Nationality: Indian citizens (or specific cases for other civil services).

. Age Limit: 21 to 32 years (general category; relaxation for reserved

categories).

. Educational Qualification: Graduation from a recognized university.
. Attempts:

o General: 6 attempts.

o OBC: 9 attempts.
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o SC/ST: Unlimited attempts (till the upper age limit).

3. Preparation Strategy

A. Prelims Preparation

. Key Areas: Current affairs, history, geography, polity, economy, environment,

and science.
. Study Material:
o NCERT books (Class 6-12).

o Standard reference books like Laxmikanth (Polity), Spectrum (Modern

History), etc.

. Practice mock tests and previous year's papers.
B. Mains Preparation

. Focus on analytical and descriptive writing.

. Current Affairs: Develop a habit of reading newspapers (The Hindu, Indian

Express) and monthly magazines.

. Optional Subject: Choose based on interest, academic background, and

scoring potential.
. Practice answer writing to improve articulation and time management.

C. Interview Preparation

. Work on communication skills and confidence.
. Be updated on national and international issues.
. Prepare personal questions (background, hobbies, etc.).

The Significance of the IAS Examination

Public Service: IAS officers are at the forefront of public administration, playing
pivotal roles in policy formulation, program implementation, and governance at the

district, state, and national levels.
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Versatile Career: An IAS officer's job is versatile and dynamic, involving diverse
responsibilities such as revenue administration, law enforcement, development

projects, and more.

Nation Building: IAS officers contribute significantly to nation-building by addressing
societal issues, implementing government schemes, and ensuring efficient public

service delivery.
Preparing for the IAS Examination

Cracking the IAS examination is no small feat, and it demands dedication, discipline,

and effective strategies. Here are some essential tips for aspirants:

Syllabus Familiarization: Thoroughly understand the IAS syllabus for both Prelims

and Mains to plan your preparation systematically.

Comprehensive Study Materials: Gather high-quality study materials, including
textbooks, reference books, newspapers, and magazines, to cover all subjects and

stay updated with current affairs.

Mock Tests and Previous Papers: Regularly practice with mock tests and previous
years’ question papers to assess your preparation level and enhance time

management skills.

Optional Subject Selection: Choose your optional subject wisely, considering your

interest and familiarity with the subject matter.

Current Affairs: Stay updated with current affairs, especially those relevant to India
and the world, to excel in the General Studies papers.
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